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Notes from the Parish Council Meeting 
held on Monday 21st March  

Litter Pick. Volunteers had collected bags 
of rubbish in the parish. The Chairman had 
made bacon rolls and coffee for the 
volunteers. Cemetery Working Party.  Cllrs 
Jenkinson and Ross together with the Clerk 
had tidied the two double graves in the 
cemetery, where saplings were growing in 
them. Public Participation. (which is an 
opportunity for members of the public to 
raise questions or concerns). A resident 
explained his concerns about use of the 8th  
Church Road (the track from Church Lane 
down to the Church). A greater use of the 
road would cause more problems for access 
and security.  He remained happy for 
villagers to use the road. Highway and 
Footpath matters. A report was still 
awaited from NCC Highways concerning the 
drain in the Street.     The “Meadows” sign – 
It was noted that the Clerk had replied to the 
owner giving the reasons why the Parish 
Council felt that a sign was needed. NNDC 
Planning had replied saying that there was 
no planning condition placed on the 
planning permission for the Meadows to 
oblige the developer to erect a sign. There 
was no update from Carrilion about the 
damage to highways resulting from Carrilion 
works.  There was continued concern about 
the state of the road surface in Heath Lane. 
Parish Council members debated about 
making a request to NCC for the inclusion of 
the “8th Church Road” on the Definitive 
Footpath Map.  The Chairman explained the 
background to this matter in that NCC had 
advised that inclusion of footpaths on the 

Definitive Footpath Map was only open 
until 2016. It was noted that evidence 
forms would be required to progress the 
matter. Members stated that there had 
been unlimited access to the route for a 
long time.  Cllr Green owned the car 
park area adjacent to the church and 
had wanted this to be used by people 
going for a walk as well as church users.  
The outcome of the debate was that 
members agreed to obtain evidence of 
the use of the road with a view to 
making a formal application to NCC for 
inclusion of the track on the Definitive 
Footpath Map.  Request from a resident 
of Brick Kiln Road for a sign on the 
Melton end of this road  “no lorry 
access” was discussed.  The Clerk was 
asked to contact NCC to see if a sign 
could be erected. The NCC Partnership 
fund grant application had been 
successful and the Clerk was asked to 
progress the installation of the sign on 
North Lane.  

North Norfolk Forum Meeting 
concerning Council Second Homes 
tax. The Clerk advised that she and Cllr 
Jenkinson had attended a meeting in 
Cromer in February. At this meeting it 
was agreed to set up a small group of 
parish representatives to work towards 
establishing a fairer way of sharing the 
Second Homes Council Tax money and 
also look into other matters which 
adversely affected North Norfolk 
parishes.   

Planned Queen’s Birthday Events  
These events were planned for 



Thursday 21st April  “Royal Tea in St 
Andrews 4.00 – 5.30 p.m. followed by a 
“Beacon Bonfire & Beverage” on the 
Allotments 7.00  for 7.30 p.m. Invitations 
had been circulated. The Clerk had written 
risk assessments and advised the insurers.   

Correspondence Food Production Club 
“Farmers’ Forum” It was noted that this had 
been an extremely successful   event and 
no grant would be required as the event had 
made a profit.  The Chairman congratulated 
Cllr Cushing on her involvement as a panel 
member. 

Planning matters  

Norfolk Housing and Economic Land 
Availability Assessment.  It was noted that 
this was open for consultation until 3rd May.  
Ref NMA/15/0290 Bell Cottage, 
Hindringham Road.  It was noted that a non 
material amendment request to the revised 
siting and size of the single storey side 
extension had been approved.  Letter from 
the Corporate Director of NNDC for planning 
advising that the planning service was 
shortly to go digital. 

Financial Matters 

On a proposal by the Chairman it was 
agreed not to renew the RCC payment for 
the Oil Buying Scheme.  It was noted that 
the Community Account balance was 
£1480.09 and the NSI Account balance was 
£7095.85 Total ££8555.94.  

Members agreed to the appointment of Mrs 
Stella Andrew as Internal Auditor for the 
year 2015/16. 

Update on the Transparency Code funding 
application.  It was noted that this had now 
been confirmed with the Parish Council 
receiving £620 to help with the requirements 
of the Code.  The Clerk would discuss the 
matter with the Chairman and Mr. 
Rheinberg. Mr Rheinberg managed the 
village website  www.thursford.org.  

Notes from the Annual Parish Council 
Meeting held on 19th May 2016 

Cllr Bolam was re-elected Chairman for 
the next year and Cllr Yerby was re-
elected Vice-Chairman. 

Update on the Definitive Footpath 
Map application – track from Church 
Lane to the Church.  The Clerk advised 
that several evidence forms had been 
completed and collected.  There were 
currently 9 with 16/20 years knowledge; 
7 with over 20 – 39 years knowledge; 18 
with over 40 years knowledge. The 
forms would be delivered  to NCC in due 
course. Letters would be written to 
landowners adjacent to the track. 

Report concerning the Defibrilator 

   Karen Drake gave a report on the 
Defibrilator which had now been in place 
for 2 years.  The East of England 
Ambulance Service had provided spare 
pads  which had a life of 2 years and 
cost £25 each.  A change was due in 
November as Community Heartbeat 
would be taking over the administrative 
task from the Ambulance Service, but 
would not pay the cost of the pads. The 
battery for the defibrillator would also 
need changing in about 18 months.  
Community Heartbeat also required that 
an annual inspection of electricity would 
be needed.  This would be done by the 
First Responders in November 2016 but 
from November 2017 it would have to be 
funded by the community. First 
Responders would be happy to have 
another training session for the 
Defibrilator.  Karen was undertaking 
weekly checks of the Defibrilator. 

To note the date of the next meetings 
–  Monday 5th September  

 
Mobile Library 
Please support the mobile library. It calls 
in the village on a Wednesday afternoon 
every fourth week. (May 25th, June 22nd, 
July 20th, August 17th, September 14th.)   
The stop time at the Street is 16.00 
hours.  It not only has books, but DVD’s 
and also jigsaws. 



Annual Parish Meeting.  This meeting is 
held before the Annual Parish Council 
Meeting.  It is the meeting when the 
Chairman gives his report on the 
achievements and activities of the council 
during the last year.  The Chairman opened 
his report by thanking the many volunteers 
in the community who not only work hard to 
keep the precept at £3000, but who also 
achieve great things in the community. It is 
also the meeting which gives the electorate 
an opportunity to ask questions. The 
meeting also receives reports from other 
representatives and organizations ion the 
community 

A point was raised that the meeting could 
possibly be held at an alternative time and 
venue to try and encourage different 
people to come along?  Any thoughts about 
this - please let the Clerk know 
didann@outlook.com 

Anglian Water “Pollution Watch” 
Campaign 
Anglian Water have a new campaign 
called “Pollution Watch”.  It is about 
ensuring we Spot, Report and Stop 
sewage pollution incidents as quickly as 
possible and minimise the impact to the 
environment. A key part of their business 
is to return used water from homes and 
businesses safely back into the 
environment. This is no small operation 
and requires a huge number of assets, 
including over 76,000km of sewer pipes - 
that’s enough to go around the world twice! 
However, very occasionally sewage 
escapes from the system causing a 
pollution incident.  Pollution can kill fish 
and other aquatic life and also affect the 
use of water and land for agricultural, 
business, community purposes. Escapes 
from the sewage system are commonly 
caused by the build-up of fats, oils and 
greases, sanitary waste and wipes; all of 
which cause blockages and reduce the 
flow of sewage through the network. 

   There are many tell-tale signs that pollution 
has entered a river or a stream not least 
grey coloured water, soap suds, milk looking 
discharge and noticeable sewage smells. By 

calling the Pollution Hotline on 03457 
145 145 and informing them about 
potential sewage pollution issues, they 
can respond sooner.  

A Castle’s Tale – Thursford Castle  

This is the site of the former 19th 
century new Walsingham Union 
workhouse erected in 1836 at Great 
Snoring.  The Poor Law Commissioners 
authorised an expenditure of £5,900 on 
construction of the building which was 
intended to accommodate up to 250 
persons.  It was designed by William 
Thorold who was also the architect for 
the workhouses for Depwade, Thetford 
and Guiltcross Unions.  The design was 
based on a model cruciform plan 
published by the Commissioners in 1835 
with an octagonal perimeter. 
Accommodation and exercise yards 
were segregated. As well as 
accommodation blocks there were 
service buildings.  The chapel was 
situated to the east of the main building.  
The workhouse was closed and then 
used as a small pox hospital. In the 
1950’s it was used by the Civil defence 
and in 1961 permission was given for its 
conversion to 35 flats. This never took 
place.  Now, all that remains of it is the 
Victorian Gothic Revival style Chapel 
face and the outer boundary walls of the 
workhouse.  The new build currently 
taking place is a single story dwelling 
which will link to the chapel. 

Macmillan Cancer Support. This 
leading cancer charity has created a 
special place where people can 
remember and celebrate the lives of 
loved ones they have lost to cancer. 
Local fundraising manager, Mandy 
Jordan  says “The website allows you 
to create a lasting legacy for your loved 
one – a legacy that will help Macmillan 
support more people with cancer and 
their families, if someone close to you 
dies from cancer, Macmillan are here 
for you. Call the support line on 0808 
808 00 00 to help you cope with grief, 



give you all the practical information you 
need, and when you’re ready, offer ways to 
celebrate the life of your loved one.” To 
find out more about Macmillan tribute 
funds, visit 
www.macmillan.tributefunds.com or e mail 
fundraising@macmillan.org.uk  

Events held in the parish 

Many community members are working 
hard not just to restore our parish church 
but to make it work for us as a community 
building. Thirty people came along to the 
Coffee morning at the Church on 12th 
March.  It was an opportunity to renew the 
100 Club membership or St, Andrews, take 
a look at the improvement works to the 
church and also have a coffee and big 
piece of cake.   

What a great event the Royal Tea Party 
was on 21st April.  We had 35 guests come 
to the church the youngest was 3 weeks 
old and the oldest was 86! (the former 
slept but the latter was very happy just to 
talk about all of their village memories)  
Thanks to home bakers we had a variety of 
cakes, biscuits and sandwiches to enjoy 
with our pots of tea. The afternoon was 
followed by a beacon bonfire on the 
allotments.  Thanks to Nigel and his 
helpers for masterminding such a 
magnificent bonfire.  

An enormous "thanks" to everyone who 
were able to come along last night to a 
great evening with the Sam Smiths 
Singers.  Apart from great singing, Richard 
Newtons jokes went down well too !!  We 
think there were at least 40 in the audience. 
After expenses of wine, juice, printing etc 
the evening raised £165 for the Church 
refurbishment project. It was a fun event. 

…..and events planned 

And we are coming up to another busy 
week end in June Friday 17th June 7.00 
p.m. The Purcell School of Music come to 
the Church. They will be accompanied by 
the Royal Harpist Annne Denholm.  
Sunday 19th June is the Thursford Open 

Gardens bi annual event 10.00 – 4.00 
p.m. £6 entrance includes entrance to 
the Thursford Collection and Open 
Gardens and other activities in the 
parish. There will also be a taxi to take 
those less able, around the village. So 
have a glass of Pimms in Heath Lane, 
a vintage pot of tea in Balls Lane, and 
a ploughmans in the Chapel and then 
take a browse in Holly Lodge Orchard 
in the Street at the Table Top sale. 

Cranmer House, Fakenham 

Readers may know that this long 
established Care Home which provides 
both respite and nursing care is now at 
risk as Norfolk County Council look 
towards balancing their budget with 
changes to Adult Social Services.  
There are petitions in Fakenham for 
people to sign as well as on line, so 
please let your views be known.  The 
Friends of Cranmer House are also 
keen to hear from people who have 
used or are using the home. 
serenaward@btinternet.com 

Dates for the diary: 

Wednesday 1st June 10.00 -12.00 Methodist 
Chapel Coffee Morning 

Friday 17th June 7.00 p.m. The Purcell 
School Outreach Concert St Andrew’s 
Church 

Sunday 19th June 10.00 – 4.00 p.m. 
Thursford Open Gardens event. 

Wednesday 3rd August 10.00 - 12.00 
Methodist Chapel Coffee Morning  

Saturday 13th August 4.00 p.m. Thursford 
Allotment BIG Tea.  A Bring and Share 
event. Everyone welcome. 

Note that the Church is now open every 
weekend until early October with monthly 
services being held. 
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